Aravaipa Canyon GW Basin

· Important Riparian, Aquatic, and Wetland Resources
Aravaipa is one of Arizona’s most scenic canyons, with stunning multicolored cliffs studded with saguaro cactus rising above the canyon. Fern-draped grottoes, seeps, and springs line the canyon and tributaries.

Aravaipa is famed as a birder's paradise, with nearly every type of desert songbird and more than 150 species documented in the wilderness. Birds of prey include peregrine falcon, common black-hawk, zone-tailed hawk, and elf owl. Migratory songbirds include vermilion flycatcher, black phoebe, canyon and rock wrens, white-throated swift, yellow warbler, and Bell’s vireo.

	The sheer cliffs are good places to look for bighorn sheep. Riparian species include javelina, Coue’s white-tailed and mule deer, coyote, mountain lion, ringtail, and coatimundi. Nearly a dozen bat species flourish in Aravaipa's small caves, emerging at dusk to hunt for insects. 
Aravaipa Creek is considered the best native fish habitat in Arizona, the only low-desert creek in the state with an unprecedented seven species of native fish, including the roundtail chub, speckled dace, desert sucker, Sonoran sucker, loach minnow, and spikedace. Reptiles and amphibians include canyon treefrog, lowland leopard frog, red-spotted toad, black-necked gartersnake, and a variety of rattlesnakes. Water resources in the basin provide habitat that was suitable for the reintroduction of Federally endangered Gila topminnow and desert pupfish.

	


· Important Conservation Lands

· BLM Aravaipa Wilderness
· The Nature Conservancy Aravaipa Canyon Preserve
· Aravaipa Native Fish Barriers, installed by CAP, to protect and conserve native fish in the canyon; at the confluence of Aravaipa Canyon and the San Pedro River. 

Fish monitoring, controlled burning, and other conservation management activities on Aravaipa Canyon Preserve are directed toward ensuring the long-term protection of the stream system and its mixed broadleaf riparian forest composed of cottonwood, willow, walnut, alder, and sycamore trees.

· Federally Protected Species and Critical Habitats

Critical Habitat designated for Mexican Spotted Owl in the higher elevations of the basin and for spikedace and loach minnow in Aravaipa Creek. Candidate roundtail chub are present in the creek and Endangered Gila topminnow and desert pupfish have been reintroduced into tributary and spring habitats in the groundwater basin.
· Economic Values
See Report Discussion
